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CHAPTER 2. THE DEVELOPMENT OF A MODERN CITY  

AND THE TRANSFORMATION OF URBAN SPACES 
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DEFENSIVE COMMUNITIES IN URBAN CONFLICTS. 
FORMATION OF THE CONCEPT 

The article explores the current state and prospects of research of urban conflicts. Based on postmodern 
theoretical and methodological approaches (spatial, mobilization, pragmatic) to the understanding of urban chang-
es, the article proves that they also cause specific types of local urban conflicts. Their source is the desire of some 
of the townspeople to protect themselves from interference and change. It is proposed to use the concept of “defen-
sive community” as a promising concept for their analysis. 

Keywords: urban conflict, subject of the conflict, local community, conflict community, defensive com-
munity. 
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